[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
SEPTEMBER 1988
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE SEVEN
Look for the hidden things and not the tinsel and you will have a,.llf_ "‘U‘W(\ 'rNQ ‘lI‘T'MJ».P

Wil Guerwrtty e
Cenewol 0u Soype
of my wife and myself, I wish you all a Gemar Chaseema Tova. May OJT%./Q(AQI.

May each of us have this type of life in the coming year. On behalf

we all be able to see the hidden things so that we will truly merit

a Happy, Healthy, Prosperous, and Self-fulfilling New Year.
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We today are too much concerned about appearances, about surface impressions

We do not dig deeply enough to find the true, the meaningful, the
important in life. Surface impressions are usually the worst type

of impressions because they mislead us and cause us to sacrifice things
of value for timsel. It is interesting to note that the word for
“world" in Hebrew is "Olom". This same word in Hebrew also means
"hidden". The world is filled with hidden potentialities. It is

our business to bring out the hidden potentialities in the world.

If we fail to bring out these hidden potentialities, then we are in

for a lot of trouble because life will then have lost all its pizzaz

have,
for us, and w& will become terribly boring.

What Judaism constantly tries to do is make manifest the important
things in life which are hidden. The rabbis tell us that we are all
created "B'Tzelem Elokim", in the "image of G-d". The word "Tzelem"
can also mean "shadow". It is our business to flesh out the shadow,
to maké real all the beauty and joy which are not readily(gpﬁiraﬁgf)
in life. 1In order to do this we must probe deeply. That is why the
rabbis always talk about not going astray after your eyes. The eyes
only see the surface mem+feswwwmi®n of things. Unless a person probes
deeply and feels deeply, a person will be led to sacrifice the real

and the important for the trivial and the ephemeral.

That, of course, is the underlying theme of the High Holidays. The
underlying theme of the High Holidays is to return, to return to those

things which are important, to those things which are not obvious
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at first glance, to the love of a spouse, love of parents, love of

G-d, to return to those things which really have meaning and add to

a person's life. Too often we sacrifice our integrity, our honesty,
truth, itself, for passing goals which really have no meaning. Someone
once told me that in life the most important things are the things

you cannot see and that they make up 90% of life. Ten percent of

life may be struggling for material goals and for power and for security,

but this struggle is meaningless if you lose what is real in life.

One of the purposes of the High Holidays is to make G-d's presnce

felt among all of us. Too often it is G-d's hiddenness which is the
dominant force in our lives. We today are especially plagued by feelings
of alienation and loneliness. We find we cannot attach ourselves

to others, and we cannot attach ourselves to G-d. We cannot seem

to make lasting relationships. The word "Olom" in Hebrew means not

only "hidden" but "forever". If we are able to capture the hidden

things then we will be able to form relationships which last forever.
Today, unfortunately, we all are all too often engaged in hiding from
ourselves, from others, and from G-d, pretending always to be something

we are not.

We do not want to own up to what we do. We pretend we m(‘not done.
the hurtful and mean thing§ we have done. We try to distance ourselves
from those whom we have wronged. The surest way to separate yourself
from a friend is to act badly toward him, to sin against him, to lie,
to cheat, to betray him. That is the consequence of sin, of committing
an "Avaira" The rabbis tell us that an "Avaira" not only "Me'Tamais"

but it also "Me'Chayevs". What do we mean by "Me'Tamai"? "Me'Tamai"
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means ''to sully". Sin sullies us. It makes us feel unclean. We
no longer feel pure. When we have harmed another we have not only
harmed him, which is bad enough, but we have also harmed ourselves.
We have lowered ourselves. We have made ourselves bad in our own
eyes. How can we look in the mirror when we@alie) the harm we have
done by betraying a friend, a spouse, a cause? We also "Me'Chayev",
which means we obligate ourselves for punishment. For every action
there is an equal and opposite reaction. When we insult somebody

publicly we can rest assured that that person is just waiting for

an opportunity to pay us back.

Wi b . .

There 6 always this external aspect to sin, the reaction of the person

. . . L uly
against whom we have sinned, but the internal aspect that s ME uﬁ&)

owselves ) .

keppens to we, Chesswiemes, is usually much worse. We become disgusted
with ourselves, but, instead of owning up to our sin, we sin more
by transferring our guilt to the person against whom we have sinned.
We find this especially among people who have committed serious crimes.
The rapist will say it was the victim's fault because she was too
pretty, or the shoplifter will say it was the shopowner's fault because
his merchandise was displayed without enough security, or the unscrupulous
businessman will say it was his victim's fault because he was too

. . . °.UF . . . .
naive. This will not help, and semssemmpebs guilt will just increase.

The guilt will penetrate and it will hurt, and bha-\lg:;er, in order

ovRiiLes oueeles
to live with isssedf, will find that ﬁ‘must cut hamewlkf off completely
Yol We,
from the person\eg'-hos hurt. He must pretend that that person does

not exist. Every time e sees shre person conscience

. . L LR~ . .
will prick h\i-m and ke will not be able to stand it. Instead of confronting
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g!rs guilt, ﬁ’will compound the problem even further by accusing i guRl
victim of wronging h‘-l,-?n, of shunning h‘gn &will claim that the person

e
h&‘ wronged is a sub-human character anyway and not worthy of respect.

In life when we fail to own up to what we have done we harm ourselves.
Those people who fail to live up to their own guilt will suffer inside
They will become perverted inside and totally ashamed of themselves
because of their guilt. They can only gain forgiveness if they are
willing to make restitution, if they are willing to own up to what

they have done. They can become pure again, but they have to make

up with the person against whom they have wronged, not just by saying
that they are sorry but also by making sure that what they did in

the past will not occur again. When it comes to banishing loneliness,
to re-establishing relationships, we can only do this if we are willing
to own up to what we have done. When we opt for distance, for separation,
for breaking down long standing relationships because we do not want

to own up to what we have done, we harm ourselves inside. We destroy

our own sense of goodness and respectability, our own purity.

What is it, though, that causes us to break our relationships by committing
Avairas, by wronging those we love, by betraying our word, by betraying
those values by which we supposedly live? The Torah portion Ki Savo

speaks about this and teaches us what we must do in order to maintain

our relationships and not sink to the level where we feel we have

to betray our friends, to separate ourselves from our G-d and from

the values of our religion. This Torah portion speaks about the bringing

of the first fruits and also about the curses which will come upon
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the Jewish people if they did not follow the Torah. What did these
first fruits signify? When people brought up the first fruits to
Jerusalem they were met by the dignitaries of Jerusalem, by trumpets
and timbrels, by an impressive ceremony. These first fruits signified
that there is always renewal, newness in the repetition of life.

We should never feel that our relationships are old and worn out.

We should never feel that our relationships are meaningless. Many
times people feel wrongly that their relationships are worn out, finished.
They feel that they have to have some pizzaz in life. They feel that
they have to violate their own values because life is passing them

by. They cannot see the new, the exciting, the fresh in their current
relationships. They cannot see the potentialities that still have

not been revealed in the relationship they have with their spouse,
with their friends, family, or G-d. This ceremony was to impress

upon them that they should see the beauty in their relationships.
Although seemingly patterns repeat themselves, there is still so much
more freshness and newness to be discovered in them. There is so

much more depth to them. Don't look for brand new things and brand
new experiences because you will be disappointed. There really are

no brand new things and brand new experiences. Those so-called brand
new experiences are just on the surface brand new, but they do not
replenish themselves year after year. The really exciting new experiences
you can have with the relationships and friendships you already have.
You do not have to seek the new by destroying the old. The new is

found in the old.

In this Torah portion, too, we learn about the curses that came upon

the Jewish people because they did not worship G-d with joy. We have
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to feel that there is joy in what we do. We cannot always feel that
what we are doing is a terrible curse, a burden. What has killed

more Jews spiritually than any other thing in American Judaism is

the phrase, "It's hard to be a Jew'". We must realize that there is
laughter and joy in relationships, that our relationship to our spouse
is a source of great joy, not just a great burden. We have to realize
that assuming responsibilities is the greatest joy there can ever

be in life. When a couple mutually assume responsibility for each
other they are beginning to encounter the greatest joy and happiness
that can ever occur in life. When a couple has children, the children
will give them the greatest joy and happiness found in life. When

we establish a relationship with G-d we find great joy and happiness.
To be religious is not a gloom and doom experience. Finally, the
source of constant joy is the deepening of existing relationships.
Many times people slip and sin and commit Avairas because they are
looking for joy in the wrong place. Thrills, tantalizing experiences
will not bring them joy. Drugs and alcohol will not bring joy. The
joy has to be there first, and then you can drink a L'Chaim to celebrate

the joy you already have. The alcohol cannot induce the joy.

Surface impressions, tinsel is fine, but wandering after the sight

of our eyes leaves us alienated and hollow. Rosh Hashonna and Yom
Kippur speak to us all. They say, "Do Teshuva. Return. Return to

the deep things. Return to the hidden things because they last forever."
Every one of you can find the hidden potential in the world. A mother's
love is forever. Love between spouses should be forever. The love

of G-d surely is forever. You can have a wonderful life, a good life,

l\ed wwly
life not filled just with frustration and burden but 3 life ff joy.




